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As we turn the corner on June and head into July, it signals the official transition to the 2020-
2021 school year following a successful June summer school session.  The 2019-2020 school 
year was unprecedented for many reasons ranging from the construction of Fox Hills Elementary 
School, establishing of elementary attendance boundaries, addition of support staff in the form of 
social workers, school nurse, and an additional school resource officer, the pilot of an alternative 
school setting for WCHS, addition of assistant principals in our school buildings, and expansion 
of other departments such as technology with additional support staffing and our new 
communications position.  With the closure and pandemic added to this along with the economic 
situation in our region – it is a school year that will be remembered for decades and for several 
positive and negative reasons.  However, as we head into July and August, there is much 
optimism and excitement about the upcoming school year with advancements and opportunities 
for our students and community.   
 
The number one question at this point is in regards to the reentry plan and other protocols for our 
fall 2020 school start that is scheduled for September 8th to coincide with the opening of Fox 
Hills Elementary School.  The Department of Public Instruction and Governor’s Office are 
working on a document that will be shared with school districts around July 15th and will provide 
guidelines for our local committee and school board to consider when developing restart plans.  
It is expected, at this time, the guidelines will allow for local decision-making based on the 
conditions present in each school district or county as it can vary dramatically across the state.  
The expectations at this point from our school district is to start on September 8th with a full 
opening that includes contingencies to address any potential issues and allowances for flexibility 
if needed and pending changes in terms of the virus spread.  The buildings will be following 
heightened guidelines for sanitation and cleaning of common areas.  The expectation at this time 
is to remove the 15 to 1 ratio for classrooms present with summer school as it is very difficult to 
accommodate students with that ratio – the six feet social distancing in classrooms often limits 
spaces to 10 students including the teacher and support staff; not to mention the space available 
in the classroom itself.  Food service and recess, along with other areas that promote larger 
gatherings will attempt to provide a safer environment and limit opportunities of potential 
COVID-19 spread through scheduling and social distancing when possible.  While there is no 
environment that can guarantee complete immunity, the school district will work with our 
internal committee to revise and address situations and obstacles as they arise.  Our school nurses 
will be a great asset in this time of restart and ensuring solid practices are being followed 
throughout our four educational buildings. 
 
What are the other contingencies for reopening?  Many are wondering if there will be distance 
learning opportunities available or offered when school starts in the fall or through the school 
year, if needed.  That decision is being considered and discussed at this time; if the situation is 



McKenzie County Public School District No. 1 
 
safe and we are in the “green or blue” level of alert in terms of COVID-19 spread, the school 
district will highly recommend face-to-face instruction for all students with exceptions 
potentially for students with underlying health conditions or other health related concerns.  A 
blended model of allowing choice in terms of in-school or e-learning provides challenges to the 
teachers and students in attempting to do both models well and educational benefits to the 
students.  We experienced some of the obstacles and challenges with e-learning this past spring 
and we also acknowledge the importance of students being in school if the situation is safe for 
them and our staff.  Our goal is to work with families and ensure transparent communications as 
to the best environment for students and how the school can help provide safe conditions for 
students in this unique situation.  With a positive summer school experience and around 100 
students in our buildings through June with no incidences, we are confident in the ability to 
attempt a full restart in the fall.  Of course, time will tell as to any changes as we get closer to 
opening, however, our hope and expectation at this time is something as close to normal as 
possible in terms of students in our buildings with precautions and guidelines in place for each 
building.   
 
What about activities?  Will they be starting this fall?  The NDHSAA has also organized its 
return to competition committee and while safety procedures will be in place, it is expected 
activities will begin as long as schools are in full session.  Student activities and social 
environments are important part of adolescent development and as long as they can be done 
safety, it is important they are restarted as well.  It is critical students experience a return to 
normal if safe conditions allow as concerns of mental health and social/emotional status of 
students are present and why many have expressed the importance of having students back in 
school as soon as the conditions allow.   
 
Regardless of the situation and different from the spring of 2020, it appears the decisions 
regarding COVID-19 will largely be a local one based on the community and its current 
operating status.  We ask for collaboration and flexibility in working with all our families and the 
community on the restart of school during this pandemic situation.  The safety of our students 
and families is a top priority as it is in all situations and the school district will do its best to 
provide the environment and guidelines necessary to ensure student safety as much as possible.  
We ask for cooperation from our families to ensure that safety by keeping students home that are 
sick and communicating issues as they arise.  We will get through this situation and our goal is to 
provide the best possible education and opportunities for students while adhering to all federal, 
state, and local guidelines to promote healthy environments for our students.  That education can 
be enforced at home as well as school to help keep our students safe. As the state shares its 
guidelines and our local committee begins to review those guidelines and outline our local 
implementation, more communication will be shared with our families to gauge concerns and 
allow opportunities to share input and feedback along the way.   
 
We also want to encourage families to pre-register for the 2020-2021 school year.  This includes 
those that are returning from the 2019-2020 school year and not simply new registrations.  The 
pre-registration process will assist with our planning and adjustments in our buildings 
accordingly.  Please pre-register on our website as soon as possible for the 2020-2021 school 
year.    
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I hope everyone enjoys their summer and we look forward to working with everyone again this 
fall toward a tremendous and exciting 2020-2021 school year.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to reach out to our District Office during normal business hours or 
email me regarding any of your questions or concerns.   
 

 
 


